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Message from Maxwell

Advancing Educational Equity
The COVID-19 pandemic provided our schools with the

opportunity to dive deeper into equity and education.

The opportunity ranged from remote education access

to food service. Remote instruction, while challenging,

gave us the opportunity to distribute “educational

services” in a more equitable manner. cont'd on pg.2
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Please continue to do your part to stop the spread of COVID-19. Wear a mask, wash your hands, and physically

distance. This is not the time to forget about safety protocols. We definitely do not want rising COVID-19 cases

to negatively impact school operations. The number one cause of COVID infection comes from social gatherings

outside of school. Please consider not gathering with other groups of people and getting vaccinated.

2021 Graduation Update



Message from Maxwell
(continued)

In shifting from in-person instruction to remote instruction last spring, we quickly needed

to assess the situation, gather feedback, and pivot to provide all students with access to

technology, food service, and social emotional support. 

To help us on this educational journey regarding equity our administrative team engaged

in a variety of professional development activities including a book study using a new

book, Belonging Through a Culture of Dignity: The Keys to Successful Equity

Implementation. The authors, Cobb and Krownapple, argue that typical actions taken by

school districts in the wake of a catalyzing event are, at best, not effective in producing

long-term sustainable change.

The authors believe that recognition of the dignity of every student is central to equity

work and a key factor in achieving equity and strengthening belonging. As educators it is

critical that we extend and model dignity to everyone around us, but most especially to our

students. Dignity and belonging are critical to our success as an educational system and

community. It allows us to engage in critical conversations regarding race, gender, class,

and culture. As the authors point out, relationships are the heart of equity; belonging is the

beat and rhythm that shows its vitality, and dignity is the blood that enlivens it.

I encourage everyone to join us in our learning journey to advance educational equity.

Sincerely,
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Bob Maxwell, Superintendent
It's time to enroll for kindergarten for the 2021-2022 school year!

Enroll your child for kindergarten online at

www.pullmanschools.org/enroll. 

Verify School of Attendance

Complete Enrollment Application Online

Submit Enrollment Documents

Have a child that will
be 5 years old by 
August 31, 2021? 

Medically Verified Immunization Records

Copy of Birth Certificate

https://www.pullmanschools.org/enrollment/kindergarten


State Superintendent Chris Reykdal announced on April 14, 2021 that Washington state

schools will not administer the Smarter Balanced Assessments (SBA) or the Washington

Comprehensive Assessment of Science (WCAS) this spring. Instead, the testing window will

be moved to Fall 2021. Please note, special program assessments, WA-AIM, ELPA21, and

WIDA Alternate ACCESS testing windows have already opened and will remain open for

testing this spring.

 

Click the link below to our website to view Chris Reykdal’s press statement along with a

Fact Sheet that provides more information about the Fall 2021 Assessment Plan. 

https://www.pullmanschools.org/news/whats_new/spring_state_testing_2021 

Plan for Spring 2021
State Assessments

We are planning for an in-person graduation ceremony following Governor Inslee's

Healthy Washington Roadmap to Recovery guidance for miscellaneous venues and

outdoor spectator events. 

In addition to mask and physical distancing requirements, this guidance will limit capacity

depending on which phase applies to Whitman County at that time. Additional

requirements may be required based on the location of the event. 

District graduation planning is also aligned to the Washington Department of Health

(DOH) 2021 Graduation and Commencement Ceremonies Guidance. 

2021 PHS Graduation is scheduled for June 5, 2021
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SBA
WCAS

2021 Graduation Update

https://www.pullmanschools.org/news/whats_new/spring_state_testing_2021
https://www.pullmanschools.org/news/whats_new/spring_state_testing_2021
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/HealthyWashington.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/GraduationGuidance.pdf


A column on Superintendent Dr.

Dave Smith from the Newport

School District

Recognition of Jeanette Ormsby,

Teacher of the Month from Ness

Elementary in the West Valley

School District

 A feature on Lorie Stucke, nurse

at Mullan Road Elementary in the

Spokane Public Schools – this

month’s Sturm’s Hero

APRIL 2021 KID'S NEWSPAPER

The eighth (April) edition of Kids

Newspaper for the 2020-21 school

year is available, via flipsnack!  

A few highlights from the April edition

include:

 

Free Meals Continue this Summer at Kamiak

Elementary for everyone ages 1 to 18! 

 
More detailed information to come mid-May!

 

Summer Meal Program
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https://www.flipsnack.com/Kidsnewspaper/april-2021.html
https://www.flipsnack.com/Kidsnewspaper/april-2021.html
https://www.flipsnack.com/Kidsnewspaper/april-2021.html
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Slope and Shade Tree Planting:
With the support of AmeriCorps, grant money, and a local nursery, Franklin staff and students planted native, low maintenance
plants along the slope at the side of the building. This will help with erosion and use water already coming from an underground
spring, requiring no additional water. After 2nd grade students in Mrs. Nancy Nelson’s class presented to and received support
from the school board last year, Franklin staff also planted trees on the Franklin playground! These shade trees will provide
natural shade from the sun and help by producing more oxygen.   

Our schools celebrated Earth Week, 

April 19 - April 23! Check out some

highlights from around the district!

April 22
Earth Day

Earth Day at Franklin!
Plastic Bag Recycling Sustainability:
Sponsored by our local Girl Scouts, Franklin Elementary collected over 100 pounds of plastic
bags and will continue to recycle them in the future. Franklin came in 4th place out of 300
schools in our region and will continue the drive to reduce plastic or ensure we can recycle it.

Shoe Drive:
Sponsored by Franklin PTA, Franklin Elementary recently collected multiple boxes of shoes. These
shoes (if usable) will be provided to children and adults in need around the world. If the shoes
aren’t able to be worn, they will be recycled and reused as playground mulching material.

Pictures feature 2nd grade teacher, Nancy Nelson, working with
volunteers from the Palouse Conservation District to prepare the slope

for planting with holes and site work.

Pictures feature 2nd grade teacher, Nancy Nelson, and Franklin students planting
native plants along the slope at the side of the building on Earth Day!



LMS Garden Club!
LMS Garden Club is focusing on getting the back area of LMS ready for the
production of their own food for consumption at school. The LMS Garden Club is
a great group of students who love the earth and is led by science teacher, Marla
Haugen!

Outdoor Learning Lab - Spring Clean Up!
Jefferson volunteers are helping to "spruce
up" the Outdoor Learning Lab for students
and staff! Volunteers will help with pulling
weeds, raking, shoveling, loading debris,
picking up litter, moving items, etc... to
make the Outdoor Learning Lab more
attractive and usable by our students and
school staff!

Our schools celebrated Earth Week, 

April 19 - April 23!

April 22
Earth Day
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Earth Day at Lincoln!

Earth Day at Jefferson!

The Jefferson Elementary students were Earth Day
Super Heroes in Sara King's classroom! Her students
spent their Earth Week reading and writing about
what they can do to help the earth. Then they got to

color their own super hero and post it in their locker!

Playground  Clean Up
Jefferson students got to participate in a playground clean
up on Earth Day! 

...continued...

Mr. Riley's class
collected trash
around the
neighborhood!



Kamiak Campus Clean Up!
Kamiak students participated in an ALL DAY Garbage Pick Up
Challenge! Students who picked up the most items could earn
books! Approximately 300 pieces of garbage were retrieved by
students during lunch recess!

Earth Day at Sunnyside!

Superstars in Mrs. DenHerder’s 4th grade class
planting sunflowers!

Our schools celebrated Earth Week, 

April 19 - April 23!

April 22
Earth Day
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Earth Day at Kamiak!

...continued...

Mrs. Kiblen’s kindergarteners
spent some time picking up trash
and recycling it into something

new!



Like us on Facebook!
Pullman Public Schools: 
www.facebook.com/PullmanPublicSchools

Kamiak: www.facebook.com/PullmanKES
Franklin: www.facebook.com/PullmanFES
Jefferson: www.facebook.com/PullmanJES
Sunnyside: www.facebook.com/PullmanSES
LMS: www.facebook.com/PullmanLMS
PHS: www.facebook.com/PullmanHS

Follow us on Instagram!
Pullman Public Schools: 
@pullmanpublicschools

Kamiak: @Kamiak.Elementary.School
Sunnyside: @SunnysideSuperstars
Lincoln Middle School: @LMSPrincipals
Pullman High School: @PullmanHS

Questions?

Contact Us

p. (509) 332-3581

f. (509) 336-7202

e. info@psd267.org

a. 240 SE Dexter St. 

www.pullmanschools.org

The Pullman School District Board of Directors and the Pullman School District shall provide equal educational opportunity and treatment for all students
in all aspects of the academic and activities programs without regard to race, religion, creed, color, national origin, age, honorably-discharged veteran or
military status, sex, sexual orientation (including gender expression or identity), marital status, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability,
participation in the Boy Scouts of America or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. The district will provide equal
access to school facilities to the Boy Scouts of America and all other designated youth groups listed in Title 36 of the United States Code as a patriotic society.
District programs will be free from sexual harassment. The following employee has been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged
discrimination: Roberta Kramer, Assistant Superintendent, Pullman School District Administrative Offices, 240 SE Dexter Street, Pullman, WA 99163,
509.332.3144, rkramer@psd267.org. Applicants with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations in the application process by contacting the
Personnel Coordinator at (509) 332-3584.

Follow us on Twitter!
Pullman Public Schools: @PullmanSD
Lincoln Middle School: @LMSPrincipals
Pullman High School: @PullmanHS
Franklin Elementary: @FESFoxes
Kamiak Elementary: @PullmanKES
Sunnyside Elementary: @SESSuperstars

M O N T H L Y
Ca l endar LET'S BE SOCIAL!
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Please contact the district office if you
would like a translated version of the
information in this newsletter. 

May 31
NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day

May 19
Collaboration Day 

Early Dismissal for Grades K-5

May 3
2021-2022 Enrollment Opens for New
Students in ALL Grades 


